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Mr GUYULA (Nhulunbuy): Madam Speaker, I understand that difficult decisions need to be made 

when it comes to managing a budget when there is enormous debt. I want to comment on this 

budget regarding my electorate, other remote electorates and homelands.   

 When I come to Darwin for parliament or other events, I drive around and see all the facilities here. 

Then I come to parliament and hear the ministers use words like ‘economic stimulus’, 

‘turbocharging’, ‘Mach II’ and ‘Boundless Possible’. They talk about building underground car parks, 

big playgrounds and new roads into the city, and these things are great for Darwin. But then I go 

home and see beautiful country and communities that still have strong leaders, elders, and 

commitments to kinship and law. These communities also suffer disadvantage, especially after the 

intervention and Stronger Futures policies, which have seen the gap widen in health, education, 

employment and training.  

 Our homes are overcrowded, our roads in towns have potholes and our roads out of towns are 

undermaintained. We have huge infrastructure needs, car repairs are expensive, the cost of food in 

our shops is high and whitegoods cost a lot and cannot be fixed. In Nhulunbuy rent is high for private 

and commercial property and rates are high for homeowners. Air travel is costly for the whole 

region.  

 As you rebuild the Nightcliff Renal Unit, communities wait for renal nurses. People who are on 

dialysis and are dying ask me, ‘When will there be dialysis for me at home?’  

 I met with George Hanna, a Greens candidate, yesterday at the dialysis ward in RDH. I see many 

remote community members there who should be at home on country with their families around 

them. We lose our elders and our cultural and community knowledge to Darwin. This pulls apart the 

fabric of our community. What can I tell them? When will there be renal nurses in Galiwinku and 

other communities? Why are people having to make the choice to die if they want to go home?   

 Many people tell me that they want alcohol rehabilitation in the homelands away from influences of 

towns and in a place which is healing. This is where people will see a real success. If this government 

is serious about reducing the harm of alcohol, this is what is needed.   

 We also want to see youth justice managed on country. Yolngu leaders and elders want to run their 

own youth programs for our children. The people of the crocodile islands, Rapuma, organised VSA 

camps for their children, but they have been waiting a long time for the Chief Minister's department 

to talk about more formal agreements for this program.   

 I feel very frustrated talking on the budget this year because the government is not listening to me 

or communities about what we desperately need. But I will keep talking and keep bringing their 

voices to this Chamber.   

 I am concerned that there are cuts to the funding for the Environmental Protection Authority, 

especially at a time when its work will increase as it monitors gas developments. I am also concerned 

that this government is funding the pathway of the gas industry over other industries, such as 

renewable energies and development of other local industries on country.   

 The Member for Nelson made some points about the failings of education. I spoke about this issue 

last week as well. The schools in my electorate have an income of many millions of dollars, according 
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to MySchools website, but the school and the community see less than half of this money. It is an 

education crisis when our children are not being properly educated. Where does the millions of 

dollars for Aboriginal education go?   

Decentralise the funding from Darwin to the regions so that we can identify how this money should 

be spent. Community-led schools is a good policy. If communities are genuinely empowered and 

consulted they will have solutions for this crisis. This is a serious situation, and if the government 

does not respond we will just keep going around and around, with the department dictating to 

Aboriginal communities and failing our children.   

 It came as a shock and a disappointment to me that a wholesale 3% cut will be applied to all grants 

provided to homelands resource centres, which provide essential services to homelands towns. Our 

homelands towns have long been underfunded. The government will not build housing on 

homelands even when elders are saying that this is where children will be healthy and many families 

want to choose a life on country to give their children the best opportunities. The government policy 

of not building housing in homelands disempowers communities from making this decision and does 

not place children at the centre of the decision-making.   

 The funding available to homelands towns presents a tiny fraction of the Northern Territory budget. 

But for people living in those communities every dollar counts. This money supports rubbish 

collection, repairs and maintenance, airstrip maintenance and access roads—not a dollar is wasted.   

 The government is not keeping pace with its own spending commitments for remote housing. This 

was a Labor election policy and its platform for the bush, yet three years into government, those 

promises are still not hitting the ground. It promised to spend $100m per year, but it has not come 

close to that. This government is, on the one hand, saving tens of millions of dollars not delivering on 

its housing promises and is now choosing to make cuts to homelands funding.   

 I would like the Minister for Local Government, Housing and Community Development, the 

Treasurer, and the Chief Minister to come with me to several homelands to show me what waste is 

happening and where the people can possibly do with less money. I am talking about grants for 

municipal and essential services. This needs to be fixed because it is a continued attack on the 

existence of homelands.   

 This government has said that it supports homelands, but there have been no real improvements in 

homelands over the past three years. Remote communities would like to see stimulus packages that 

will grow remote economies. Aboriginal elders want to be part of building an economy on our 

country that is culturally appropriate and gives us control of our future. We too need infrastructure.   

 I gladly note $16m for the Central Arnhem Highway and I hope to see investment in the Nhulunbuy 

to Ramingining turn-off section of the high way. But apart from infrastructure, we need an 

investment that brings independent experts in to assist landowners develop business and we need 

to connect this to training on country as directed by elders.   

 It is not all about funding. Primary resource licence restrictions do not allow Aboriginal people to 

benefit from our land. Pathways can and should be made. The change required by this government 

to address economic inclusion, engagement of local authorities and social equality in areas like 

health, education, juvenile justice and child protection is radical. It is not yet happening. But large 

amounts of money goes into maintaining the status quo. Money goes into Darwin projects and 

interests and maintains highly paid positions in Darwin that dictate what is good for people in the 

bush.   
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 I believe government needs to broaden the focus to include all Territorians in creating a future in 

the Northern Territory or this government will continue to fail remote communities and contribute 

to the ongoing crisis.   


